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When the AKP came to power 23 years 
ago, many, both in Turkey and abroad, could 
not grasp our argument that the AKP would 
eventually challenge the Republic. This is 
not referring to those who saw the AKP as 
a democratic project or even to those who 

out a national democratic revolution. Many 
organizations and intellectuals from various 
leftist factions harshly criticized the TKP for 
this stance.

What were we supposed to understand 
from “reckoning with the Republic”?

To answer, we must consider the forces 
that brought the AKP to power. This includes 

the US and European imperialist countries, 
Islamist movements (especially the Muslim 
Brotherhood), and reactionary regional 
powers like Qatar. Together, they formed a 
powerful coalition with clear class interests.

However, the AKP differed from many 
previous parties serving the capitalist class 
and NATO in one crucial aspect: It was 
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an ideological party, strongly opposed to 

the 1923 Republic. Additionally, it mobilized 
a conservative social base, including radical 

support for whatever actions it took.

The expectations for the AKP were:
1. To remove legal barriers to multinational 

monopolies operating in Turkey.

2. To neutralize the working class 

unionization, and subcontracting.

3. To privatize the public sector, which had 
long been dominant.

4. To use the EU accession process (which 
would never happen) as a pretext for these 
economic shifts.

5. To abolish secularism, facilitating the 
Islamization of society.

6. To create ideological and cultural 

in imperialist actions in the Middle East, 
particularly Iraq, Iran, and Syria.

7. To shift foreign policy towards a more 
active, aggressive stance, aligning with 
capitalist expansion and US interests.
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8. To strengthen ties with Israel and 

9.
policies like localization and autonomy, while 
taking a guardianship role over Kurds in Iraq, 
Syria, and Iran.

The AKP succeeded in drawing support 

and the Kurdish nationalist movement by 
blaming the Republic and Mustafa Kemal 

coups and massacres. This strategy, whether 
mistaken or perhaps even a betrayal, played 
a key role in limiting opposition to the AKP, 
despite the fact that Turkish people faced a 
massive imperialist attack.

This approach is similar to blaming the 
French Revolution for the crimes of French 
imperialism. It is crucial to understand 
this historical context to grasp the current 
situation in Turkey. While this capitalist 
assault periodically sparks mass reactions, 
it also creates deep shifts in the ideological 
patterns that have shaped Turkish society 

These reactions, which do not take on 
the character of a working-class movement 
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despite the widespread participation of the 
working people due to the disorganization 
of the working class and the non-existence 
of the trade union movement, express 
themselves mostly with symbols and 
historical references. 

The new solution process initiated by 
the AKP and the fascist party, MHP, with 
the Kurdish nationalist movement PKK and 

positioning of some sections of Turkish 
nationalists against the AKP on one side and 
to the distancing of a wide section of anti-
AKP groups from the Kurdish nationalist 
movement on the other.

A large portion of youth, frustrated by 

as shameful, has joined recent protests, 
emphasizing their “Turkish” identity. These 
protests are distinct from traditional 
nationalism, with minimal instances of 
racism and have a strong secular orientation 
with a hatred to wealthy sectors of the 
society. 

Many of these youth, from families in the 
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engage with revolutionary-socialist ideas. 
However, they lack a clear, stable ideological 
direction. The political and ideological 

changes continuing to unfold.

The AKP has tried to create a new order 
by blending Islamic Neo-Ottomanism with 
secular Neo-Ittihadism. This has created 
a country with new borders, ambitions, 
political structures, and ideologies. 
Resistance to this new order exists both 

political situation is increasingly chaotic. The 
moves of the Trump administration further 
complicate this process.

class from falling into nationalist and 
even racist ideologies, offering a socialist 
alternative rooted in anti-capitalism, 
solidarity between Turkish and Kurdish 
workers, and a commitment to the Republic. 

—ensuring that the historically rooted 
republican values align with the socialist goal. 
In recent weeks, TKP has demonstrated its 
capacity to lead in this struggle.
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Why Did TKP Break Away 
From the Left?
Cansu Oba

Communist Party of Turkey (TKP) has long 
had a tense relationship with the broader 
left in Turkey. This tension originates from 
the foundational philosophy of TKP* and its 
departure point.

TKP was built on the political and theoretical 
line articulated in Gelenek (“Tradition”), a 
theoretical journal launched in 1986. But Gelenek 
was more than just a publication—it was the 
ideological groundwork for a communist party.

preface reveals much:

 “Gelenek does not set out with the aim of 

 *
by discontinuities. The precursor party, the Socialist Rule 

name TKP. This reintroduced the Communist Party of Tur-
key to politics and the working class, a name that is now 

-
tion year, symbolizing both its roots and its endorsement 
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unifying the left in Turkey or 
building a platform to that end. 

can be summarized as follows: 
Under current conditions, 
to help reinvigorate the left 
in Turkey with a new spirit, 
vitality, and creativity.”

At that time, only six years had passed since 

left in Turkey had suffered immense repression 
inside, and conditions abroad were equally 
grim, with the Soviet Union heading toward 
dissolution.

The coup did more than imprison, torture, 
and kill socialist militants—it aimed to erase 
socialism and revolutionary ideals, which had 

The 1982 Constitution, drafted after the coup, 
retained its oppressive character even after 
several amendments and pave the way for 

Meanwhile, the Kurdish nationalist movement 
was beginning to rise.

In these circumstances, the left in Turkey 
retreated from its revolutionary stance. 
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sought alliances within the existing political 
system, making excuses each time. Core 
principles like anti-capitalism, anti-imperialism, 
and secularism eroded, replaced by strategic 
compromises. Leftist movements increasingly 
aligned with the main bourgeois opposition 

left is, in fact, a break not from the left, but from 
bourgeois politics. In recent months, TKP has 
explicitly distanced itself from the “cluster of 
lefts” in which it was objectively included, due 
to their increasing alignment with bourgeois 
politics.

This decision was clearly formalized in the 
Political Report of the 14th Congress of TKP 

stated:

“The Communist Party of Turkey completely 

Palace regime” observed in the polarization within 
bourgeois politics. It distances itself from a “left” 
that opens a covert or overt credit to European 
imperialists in terms of democracy and freedoms, 
a “left” that believes in the nonsense of good 

progressive element within capital, and adopts 
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a growth strategy under the wings of the CHP or 
Kurdish political movement. The party operates 
on the truth that the greatest favor to the vibrant, 
revolutionary elements within the “left” is to 
strengthen an independent line, encouraging 
them to break away. In this context, the party 
prominently highlights its communist character 
and put aside the hollow “left” concept.”

collaboration with some leftist parties in areas 
like publishing and social organizations. These 
attempts aimed to create a revolutionary 
political line independent of bourgeois parties. 

elections, these parties failed to maintain 

which dominated for years, masked the role of 
capital, diverting leftist focus back to actors and 
parties within the system.

yielding its positions to bourgeois narratives—

legitimized bourgeois politics and undermined 

lies in sharpening the principles that separate 
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the left from bourgeois forces and in becoming 
a truly independent political focal itself. From 
this point of view, abandoning the label of “left” 
marks a struggle that is won—not defeated .

With the political and social issues it brings 
to the agenda, TKP is distancing itself from the 
left, which has long been disconnected from the 
historical mission of communists and unable to 
move beyond the struggle for democracy, peace, 
and freedoms.This distancing does not mean 
that TKP is becoming sectarian or isolated. On 
the contrary, it enables the Party to engage 
more effectively with broader segments of the 
working class.

By stepping away from a diluted left that 
has lumped the struggle against exploitation 
together with various identity-based 
movements, communists strengthen their role 
as legitimate actors of a just struggle that is as 
rooted in these lands as it is universal. 
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Why Are Trade Unions In 
Turkey No Longer Schools 
for the Working Class?
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movement.

Another factor that caused the 
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labor hubs across the country began to 



15



16

must focus on a much more fundamental 
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was dampened by three key developments.

TURKISH FOREIGN POLICY

New Europe, New Army?
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The second development was the 
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economy.

Effect of recent protests 
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party. However, the AKP may become 

EU.
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350K 301
NUMBER OF 
PEOPLE IN PRISON

ARRESTS IN 
RECENT PROTESTS

Europe Annual Penal 

350 
thousand

thousand people, 

Turkey has by far the 

rate 

 the European 
 

people.

In recent weeks, millions in Tur-
key have protested to defend their 

-
ing these protests, hundreds were 
detained, with dozens placed un-
der house arrest. According to In-

The number of those in pre-trial 
detention later rose to -

. Among those de-
tained were -

. For a better under-
standing of the absurdity of these 
numbers, In comparison, only 189 
defendants have been convicted for 
the destruction caused by the Feb-

tens of thousands, while 193 remain 
in pre-trial detention.

* -
bers were released in the following weeks

FACTS & FIGURES FROM TURKEY

“Justice In Turkey” 
with Figures
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79K OBSTRUCTING THE 
PEOPLE’S RIGHT TO 
INFORMATION

According to 

from the 

Union of Tur-
key (TGS), at 
least 14 journalists 
were imprisoned in a year due to 
their work. 69 journalists were de-

 

-
sored, and 191 removed. The Turk-
ish Radio and TV Supreme Council 

41 
 on me-

dia outlets for their reporting. 

Just in the last few weeks, sev-
eral channels have received pro-

-
tests. Thus, 

 18 jour-
nalists were also detained in the 
scope of the protests.

50%
MINIMUM WAGE 
AND COST OF 
LIVING

In Turkey, the 
minimum wage 
has become the 
average wage, 
with nearly 

-
earning it. 

For 

Meanwhile, the 
cost of living con-
tinues to rise, and 
the Turkish Lira 
depreciates. The 
minimum wage, 

three months, 
falling below the 
starvation line of 
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3x
TURKISH 
CAPITALISTS 
ON THE 
FORBES LIST

-
cently released 
list of billion-
aires includes 

Turkey. Their 
combined 

billion. These 
-

cal bourgeoi-
sie hold -

the total wealth 

-

48,1%
HOW ABOUT “INCOME 
JUSTICE”?

Turkey has one 
of the highest 
income ine-
quality rates 
in Europe. 

the 

data.

The average 
 well above the 

EU average of 36.1, according to ILO 

Most workers in Turkey work longer 
hours for low wages, leading to high 
credit card usage and borrowing. 
Cash usage is also declining, with 

cards. The total card spending 

and the average loan debt per capita 
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POLITICAL PARTIES AND FIGURES FROM TURKEY

Aspects, One Reality

For the past two weeks, Turkey has 

the streets. What drove the masses, who 
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strongest challenger?

name was put forward to then-CHP leader 
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results were annulled and a rerun ordered. 
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workers. 
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NEWS FROM

We Will Not Kneel To the 
Government
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and led to mass protests.

***

Thousands marched with the 
Party
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The response 

students played 

The protests, 

Youth of Turkey was at the forefront, evolved 
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who had made Turkey vulnerable to external 

the Fethullah Gülen movement 

included the unlawful detention of 
demonstrators, including several TKP members, 
with arrest warrants for nine. In response, TKP 
organizations, supported by many citizens, took 
to the streets in a stronger way. By April 11, eight 
of the detained TKP members had been released.

We do not bow to unlawful 
detentions and arrests

***
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around the world have expressed solidarity with 
the Communist Party of Turkey and the current 
struggle in Turkey, demanding the immediate 
and unconditional release of the detained TKP 
members.

TKP continued its protests with three 
consecutive days of mass gatherings under the 
slogan “We Will Not Kneel to the Government.” 
In the statement of the same name, TKP shared 
its analysis of the current political climate, 
the dynamics of the protests, and the recent 
consumption boycott initiated by the opposition. 
The Party also responded to remarks 

addressed the demonstrators saying 
“you will kneel”.
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Throughout 
the protests, TKP 

AKP.

This publication is the monthly international 
magazine of the Communist Party of Turkey (TKP).


